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In Print
UNLV faculty authors shed light on medieval science, 
airﬁ eld pavements, and juvenile justice
Medieval Science 
and Technology
by Dr. Elspeth Whitney 
Greenwood Press, 2004
In Medieval Science and Technology, UNLV history professor Dr. Elspeth 
Whitney seeks to shed light on a little-
known aspect of the Middle Ages.
“When I tell people that I study 
medieval science and technology, the 
response is oft en, ‘Oh, I didn’t know 
there was any,’” Whitney says. “I wrote 
this book in part to rectify this false 
impression and to convince readers that 
science and technology in the Middle 
Ages were vital, innovative enterprises 
that helped create the modern world.” 
Her book, which is intended for a 
general audience, is the ﬁ rst to include 
an examination of both the history 
of medieval science and the 
history of medieval technol-
ogy. In addition to discuss-
ing individual sciences from 
alchemy to zoology, Whitney 
presents an overview of the 
medieval scientiﬁ c world-
view and the social context 
of the practice of science and 
technology. Th e volume also contains 
biographies of important scientists and 
philosophers and a selection of repre-
sentative scientiﬁ c writing.
She asserts in the book that although 
medieval scientiﬁ c methods were sig-
niﬁ cantly diﬀ erent from those of mod-
ern science, it was in the Middle Ages 
that the institutional, technological, 
and intellectual frameworks respon-
sible for the later success of western 
science were ﬁ rst developed.
Airﬁ eld Pavements: 
Challenges and New 
Technologies
Edited by Dr. Moses 
Karakouzian 
American Society of 
Civil Engineers, 2004
Airﬁ eld Pavements: Challenges and New Technologies addresses 
advances in the analysis, design, and 
construction of airport runways. Th e 
book is a collection of 35 contributed 
papers presented at the 2003 Airﬁ eld 
Pavement Specialty Conference, which 
was held in Las Vegas.
Th e proceedings provide a tech-
nical but broad-based discussion 
of runway pavement design and 
research, pavement materials and 
performance, and airﬁ eld construc-
tion procedures. Editor Moses 
Karakouzian, a UNLV professor of 
civil and environmental engineering, 
says the book will be of interest to 
researchers and engineers, as well as 
others involved in airﬁ eld construc-
tion, maintenance, and management.
“Th is book provides a network-
ing opportunity for professionals 
interested in airﬁ elds,” Karakouzian 
says. “It is our hope that this book 
will produce synergy and new ideas 
among those interested in this sub-
ject. Long-lasting and cost-eﬀ ective 
airport runways are in high demand, 
so it is our goal to encourage new 
ideas and discussion.” Karakouzian 
says highway and pavement designers 
will also ﬁ nd the book valuable and 
an excellent addition to the literature 
in this ﬁ eld of research.
Juvenile Justice 
in the Making
by Dr. David S. Tanenhaus
Oxford University Press, 2004
In Juvenile Justice in the Making, Dr. David S. Tanenhaus, the James 
E. Rogers Professor of History and 
Law at UNLV, offers insight into the 
creation of America’s first juvenile 
court, providing a framework for 
discussion of the complex, often 
controversial, questions surrounding 
youth legal policy.
The author describes how chil-
dren’s advocates worked to establish 
a separate court system for juveniles 
in turn-of-the-century Chicago 
and, in doing so, advanced a basic 
tenet that guides juvenile justice in 
America today: Children deserve 
special treatment by the courts 
because they are 
developmentally 
different from 
adults. 
“The book 
explores the 
fundamental 
question of how 
the law should 
treat the young,” 
says Tanenhaus. 
“By exploring 
the early history of juvenile justice, 
we can begin to think more clearly 
about what its future should be.”
Th e book was written for the 
general reader and designed for 
classroom adoption in history, law, 
criminal justice, political science, and 
social work courses.
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